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Commander Condon explained,  

 

ñAs you can see, this yearôs theme 

is a luau. I picked that theme be-

cause when Diane <Condon> and I 

were stationed in Hawaii, we were 

introduced to the term Aloha Spirit.  

  

In the Hawaiian culture ñAlohaò 

has a deep spiritual meaning that 

lets someone know you care and 

wishes good energy and well being 

to their friends and family. It cap-

tures the essence of the American 

Legion and our Post and the atti-

tude of our members. Our mem-

bers are a caring group of people 

that do wonderful things for our 

military families and our commu-

nity. And in that spirit, we will 

continue to do what we can to 

make a difference.ò    

 

We couldnôt agree with you more, 

Commander Condon.  Aloha to 

all American veterans, and Happy 

Birthday, America!.  

 

-Gram Post- 

The óchanging of the guardô took 

place at Post 364, at the annual 

Installation Dinner Dance on Sat-

urday, June 12th, at 5:00pm.  Our 

beautiful renovated hall sparkled 

with white linen tables set ablaze 

with the arrangements of lush 

tropical flowers.  The  sensual 

aroma of genuine Hawaiian leis, 

flown in especially for our Instal-

lation, wafted sweetly through the 

candle lit room as members and 

guests arrived for the eveningôs 

festivities and were greeted, 

ñAlohaò.   

 

Legionnaires and SALs in their 

Hawaiian shirts and member caps, 

along with Auxiliary ladies in 

their flowing island dresses min-

gled with ease, despite the 90 de-

gree temperature and near 100 

percent humidity of the early 

summer Virginia evening. 

 

It wasnôt until later that evening, 

after the official Oath of Office 

ceremonies were complete,  

that the magic of the evening  

b e c a m e  c r y s t a l  c l e a r .   

 

Newly installed Commander Dan 

Condon shared his thoughts and 

his vision for the coming year. 

Monthly News & Views from The Friendly Post 

The 2010-11 post officers take their Oath of Office.  <left to right>  Wayne Hamilton, standing in for Adju-
tant Brian Mullican, Thom Karlson standing in for Finance Officer Harley Horner, Sgt-at- Arms  Chris 

McDonald, Sy Horowitz standing in for Chaplain Scott Burgess, Third Vice Doug Caskey, 2nd Vice Robin 

Oden, 1st Vice Randy Bower and 2010-11 Post Commander Dan Condon.  

Aloha ! 
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Vets and Community.  Itôs the 

membership that makes the Post a 

success.  

 

With that in mind Jim Hawkins is 

the volunteer of the month for 

June 2010.  Jim has worked tire-

lessly as our Building and 

Grounds program chair.  Recent 

noteworthy projects were:  Clean-

ing out all of the closets and the 

shed and construction of a safe 

ladder to access the shed attic; 

Staining the deck; Staining the 

picnic tables and the childrenôs 

playground; Trimming back the 

forest 8ô around the perimeter of 

the Post; Re-painting the lines in 

the parking lot; Coordination with 

the contractor for a successful in-

stallation of the Heating and Air 

Conditioning System in our Post 

home.  It is for these reasons that 

I choose Jim Hawkins as the Vol-

unteer of the Month.  Jim, the 

Volunteer of the Month parking 

spot in front of the pavilion will 

be yours for the month of July.  

Thanks for all of your efforts this 

past year that has made our Post 

better for all. 

and it would take be this entire 

POG to tell you about the hard 

work Dan put in for our Vets and 

our Post. I just what to say 

ñThanks" on behalf of all our mem-

bers for your enthusiasm and all the 

energy you put into the Post this 

year. Youôve had very successful 

year and wish you all the same suc-

cess in the future. 

 

I want to say thank you and con-

gratulations to Sherry Karlson our 

new Unit President. Sherry and my 

wife Diane put a whole lot of work 

in to making it a fun event. The la-

dies of the Auxiliary did a fantastic 

job decorating the hall and the new 

drapes gave the event a touch of 

class. This installation also repre-

sented and new milestone in the 

history of our Post. It was the first 

time that the Sonôs of the American 

Legion joined in our program for 

the installation of their Officers. 

Congratulations to Jack Rike,  

Squadron Commander, and his 

SAL team of officers. 

 

So, as we start down that path this 

year it is up to all of us to continue 

down the road of supporting our 

Before we begin 

a new Post year 

I want to thank 

Dan Eubank for 

an outstanding 

year. Under his 

leadership, our 

Post accom-

plished allot of 

good things this past year. All you 

have to do is drive into the park-

ing lot and you will see the deck 

that was added outside the social 

quarters. Brownie Conley and the 

rest of his work crew worked 

really hard and completed a pro-

ject that has been talked about for 

years. It has already been put to 

good use and is a hit with our 

members. Then you just have to 

walk inside and see the new look 

for the hall and social quarters. 

Jim and Angie Hawkins lead the 

effort to upgrade the appearance 

of the Post. The new paint scheme 

has made a big difference and 

everyone has noticed the im-

provement. I heard numerous 

compliments from guests at In-

stallation on how wonderful the 

hall looked. The improvement 

projects were just the beginning 

 

Sixteenth District Commander Thom Karlson escorts  

Post 364 Commander Dan Condon on his first official visit 

to the Pentagon.   
Commanders Condon and Karlson, accompanied by Unit President Sherry and 

Unit 12nd Vice Diane, volunteered to assist at a USO packing party, preparing a 

shipment of comfort items to our troops overseas.  It was reported that 16th Dis-

trict Commander Karlson was explaining to Commander Dan, the rigors of his 

new office, ñNow Dan, this is tough work, but somebody has to do it!ò  
Oh, the sacrifices our Commanders make on our behalf!   

Our Legion Commanders enjoy the company of the USOôs Liberty Belles 



 

 

one in their 

Aloha wear. A 

very special 

thank you to 

Sara Callahan 

for the excel-

lent food. 

 

In the upcoming months we have 

many thing planned. In July we 

will be attending the Department 

Convention July 8-12 and in Au-

gust we have Legion College, if 

anyone is interested in attending 

please let me know.  

 

We have a great group of Auxil-

iary officer and members with a 

ñcan doò attitude standing at the 

ready to assist the American Le-

gion in achieving their goals for 

the upcoming year. 

I am honored to serve as your 

Unit President once again. I 

would like to introduce this yearôs 

officers: 
 

1st Vice President  

Raye Ferrington 

2nd Vice President  

Diane Condon 

Secretary   

Barbara Stevenson 

Treasurer  

Marcia Wheatley 

Chaplain   

Terry Brown 

Sgt ï at- Arms   

Mary DiPerna 

Historian  

Joanie Mitrione 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

helped in making it a wonderful 

Hawaiian Luau for the Installa-

tion. It was awesome with every-
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Sherry Karlson, Unit President 
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Sherry Karlson receiving the Unit 

Presidentôs pin and official gavel 

from out going President Raye, along 

with the Auxiliaryôs Installing Officer, 

Dept of Virginia President Susan Lee.  
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looks very much like the  

Chicken Dance. Ok?  
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Now you can find us at 
www.vaauxilliary.org  or on  


