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We Honor Our Comrades

Memorial Day was originally known as
Decoration Day because it was a time
set aside to honor the nation's Civil
War dead by decorating their graves.
It was first widely observed on May
30, 1868, to commemorate the sacri-

fices of Civil War soldiers, by procla-
mation of General John A. Logan of
the Grand Army of the Republic, an
organization of former sailors and
soldiers. On May 5, 1868, Logan de-
clared in General Order No. 11 that:

The 30th of May, 1868, is designated
for the purpose of strewing with flow-

t‘

ers, or otherwise decorating the
graves of comrades who died in de-
fense of their country during the late
rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in
almost every city, village, and hamlet
churchyard in the land. In this obser-
vance no form of ceremony is pre-
scribed, but posts and comrades will
in their own way arrange such fitting

services and testimonials of re-
spect as circumstances may per-
mit.

During the first celebration of
Decoration Day, General James
Garfield made a speech at Arling-
ton National Cemetery, after
which 5,000 participants helped
to decorate the graves of the
more than 20,000 Union and Con-
federate soldiers buried in the
cemetery.

This 1868 celebration was in-
spired by local observances of
the day in several towns

throughout America that had taken
place in the three years since the
Civil War. In fact, several Northern
and Southern cities claim to be the
birthplace of Memorial Day, includ-
ing Columbus, Miss.; Macon, Ga.;
Richmond, Va.; Boalsburg, Pa.; and
Carbondale, IlI.

In 1966, the federal government,
under the direction of President
Lyndon Johnson, declared Water-
loo, N.Y., the official birthplace of
Memorial Day. They chose Water-
lood which had first celebrated the
day on May 5, 1866 0 because the
town had made Memorial Day an
annual, community -wide event
during which businesses closed and
residents decorated the graves of
soldiers with flowers and flags. By
the late 1800s, many communities
across the country had begun to
celebrate Memorial Day and, after
World War |, observances also be-
gan to honor those who had died in

all of America's wars. In 1971,
Congress declared Memorial Day a
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Warren DiPerna, Commander

We kicked off Spring with our Dept welfare. We should thank these bravetable to sell your items or come out and try

Spring Conference at Virginia Beact folks who constantly place our well being to find a bargain.

from March 19 to 22. The Post re- above their own.

ceived a lot of useful information at We will have a Bingo Workers Apprecia-

the Conference. The National Com The Boy Scouts had an excellent mulchtion Dinner on May 18. This is our nor-

mander, Dave Rehbein was there ar drive. They had five tractor trailers full of mal Friday night dinner, but the meal will

care for our Vet e mulchand delivered it all in one weekeng.be free for Bingo Workers. If you would

was a hot topic. His stance to not re Not only did they deliver all the mulch, but like to sign up to work on a team, please

quire insurance companies to pay fo they removed all the pallets the mulch wasdo. Our Bingo Program always is in need

car e t he Vet er an delivered on. Thanks to the Scouts for eof workers. Please help out. It was good

their service to our country was a very great job. to see Mel McGee out so soon after his

popular position and the correct one heart surgery.

We had numerous informative meet Many members of the Post took part in the

ings and were awarded a one hundre Dept Golf Tournament on April"4 Some Our May 19 General Membership meeting

per cent membership ribbon to put o1 did better than others, but all enjoyedwill have our elections for the upcoming

the Post flag. themselves. year, | encourage all members to come out
and have a say on who will be elected to

On March 26, 2009 several unit mem On the same day the Post had a blooduide our Post in the upcoming year.

bers and myself joined the Prince Wil- drive.  Thanks to Nadine Massman for

liam County Regional Chamber of organizing the event and special thanks t&We will have our annual trip to McGuire

Commerce at the Annual Valor &l who donated blood. | also heard weVA Hospital for a picnic at the Richmond

Awards recognizing the First Re- had a first time donor. Maybe you canhospital. | hope you can go, but | warn

sponders from the community for their COme out to the next blood drive. You canyou if you go once you will always want to

outstanding performance in savin¢ Save a life. go again. We plan to meet at the Post at

lives with little regard for their own 0800 on May 28 and caravan down to the

Kara put on an excellent Easter Party forHospital.

the kids. Although the weather kept them

Continued from pag e inside, there were plenty of crafts, EasterThe Post will have our own Memorial Day

baskets, pizza and door prizes. The rainyicnic at 1200 on May 25. If you can help

national holiday to be celebrated

the last Monday in May. (Veterans day kept the crowd down but we still had awe would appreciate you volunteering.
Day, a day set aside to honor all good turnout. We also had a good turnoufThe Post will also participate in the Cere-
veterans, living and dead, is cele- of workers and want to thank Mark for mony at Quantico National Cemetery
brated each year on November 11.) getting the Bunny to the Post. | think it which starts at 1100.

Today, Memorial Day is celebrated was the tallest Bunny | ever saw. It was _ _

at Arlington National Cemetery also good to see the Pallas Family out aDur Post Chaplain continues to stay very
with a ceremony in which a small the Post. Val has been going through a lobusy. Hank Moller passed away just days
American flag is placed on each of extensive medical testing and we hopeafter celebrating his 90birthday. Hank
grave. Also, it is customary for the all goes well. will always be remembered by the people
president or vice -president to give he touched. Ted Fitzgerald (Fitz and
a speech honoring the contribu- The Auxiliary had a bus trip to Atlantic Katie's son) is in the hospital following
tions of the dead and lay a wreath City on April 18" Not sure who won serious heart surgery. We say prayers for
at the Tomb of the Unknown Sol- what, but | know all had a great time. Thethem and their families.

dier. About 5,000 people attend same day the Post had a cleanup day. Pete

the ceremony annually. Turner got a bobcat (tractor not the animaljThe Volunteer of the Month for the Month

and brought in loads of topsoil. The USof May is Ken Grimm. He has been very
Military Vets Motorcycle Club provided a helpful to Pete Turner in taking care of the
lot of manpower and assisted other Posgrounds. He helped in improving the
members in rolling the dirt and seeding thesafety of our playground set for the Kids
picnic area. Hopefully the rain will now Easter Party, but the rain kept the kids in-
cooperate and bring in a nice starter lawrside, but it is now set for the spring and
before the Post Picnics. summer picnics. Ken also power washed
the picnic tables making a considerable
The Auxiliary will be conducting a yard improvement in their appearance. Thanks
sale on the Post grounds on Md{.2Co-  Ken for choosing to be involved.
ordinate with Raye if you would like a

Color Guards, Quantico Cemetery
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Raye Ferrington, Unit President ¥
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Happy May, everyone.l can't believe May 2. The Unit is having a yard sale in dates at ou‘\ ——

that | only havel more article to write for the Post parking lot from 8AM-  meeting on Tuesday, April 28, however,
this Legion year. Where has the time 2PM. We are renting vendor tables for because the deadline for submitting this
gone ?? As always happens this time $15/ea which will include the use of aarticle was prior to that meeting, | am
year, the pace is picking ugt's hard to table and 2 chairsThere is no admission unable to announce the names of the can-
imagine that we would be doing mor fee to the event for buyer#nyone inter- didates for office for 2002010. The
than we have been doing all yeaested in renting a vendor table, please leimportant thing is that every Unit member
butspring is typically a very busy time me know. Anyone interested in donating in good standing has the absolute right to
for us. items for sale for the benefit of the Auxil- be considered for Unit officel strongly
Thank you to everyone who pitched iiary, please let me know and we will ar-encourage all Unit members to come out,
and helped with Unit eventsfange to collect those donations before-get involved and hold an office within the
in April. Despite the rain, we had a wor hand. Also, anyone interested in helping Unit. Even if you are not interested in
derful crowd on April 11 for the Chil- With the event- helping to move tables holding office, please come out on Tues-
dren's Easter PartyEveryone enjoyed the and chairs and collect money, etc., pleaselay, May 26 to cast your vote for the new
crafts, the food and the surprise visit t let me know that as wellThere are many Unit officers.

the Easter BunnyThank you, Kara, for Ways to help and participat®lease come |ooking forward, we have our trip to the
another great eventThe Atlantic City out —and  join  us. 703201  McGuire Veteran's Hospital on Saturday,
bus trip on April 18 was as much fun ¢ 4472 rayezfun@yahoo.com May 23rd, the Memorial Day ceremony at
always. My thanks to everyone whc As | mentioned last month, we are com-Quantico on Monday, May 25th at 11AM,
came along and to those who helped w ing close to time for the election of new followed by the Post's Memorial Day
the planning and the execution of this tri Unit officers. The nominating committee Picnic,the Installation of New Post Offi-
We have one final fundraising event fc announced the slate of new officer candi-cers onSaturday, June 13th akdag Day

this year and that will be on Saturda on Sunday, June 14tfThis year, the Post
0oooooooooooo.onloooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooonoooooooooo will be having one of the b|ggest events
the Chaplaln s Corner ever at our 4th of July picnic. You will be
Scott Burgess, Post Chaplinyours in Faith % hearing more about this event as we get
~ _ closer, but please make your plans NOW
Everyone goes iAnd tV\rlnee mk nWohv; tahr aet tahlel ctahl |I negds avioc rokrto bePad Pds_th364 fo_rfJEilyy 4, 2609ULT t oo t(
through th|ngs a%llné]lq)re\}lec&\l OhV\/h%t V\}é l\lNﬂl Bé)(ﬁ)ﬁ]g

that dondét seem t o baliave sayssvbahGod has pgromded use0d duly 4:ta ¢ree operair concert featur-

get discouraged andEwendthi ndg Whiyl Idibdeg dhe Jphanyt Aitie Bang.d specialf |
this happen to me?onoftWhoyk dtihde nt hiitss preaddestt W\ounded yVarriogs (frenh Walter y n -
treat me wrong?o ﬁkmmvy di d | get | a i Reed, Ft. Belvoir, Quantico and Prince

of f?20 But we mu st under stand, evenWi”iamCOUntyandBluestarBanner
though life is not always fair, God is fair. Should any one need to reach me myfamilies from northern Virginia. There

And He promises to work all things to- e-mail is burgesscable@aol.comand  Will be games and events for the children,
gether for good for those who love Him. my cell number is 70801-1321. all of the good food you have come to
The key word is fit cPease inferm me if ye knowaai ény expgciand thedth of July annual mem-

l ook at part of o umember éreheimimmediateafgmilyfidf tbgrship grive, as alwaysThis is one

good that | got | abeidgilled fmay sénd eubpsayers and evgnbyeuwill NOT want to miss.
that my rel ati ons hibtessiddgs,dmobany onejuskwandingtodo fil t 6 s
not good that I w areedingram axtep @rayer. I t 6 s Wishing everyone a wonderful May

these th'”gs are nOt gOOd however the}‘.........0..O...O...000.0...O...O.......0..00..00..00‘.00
are just one Ingredient in our life. God

knows the right recipe for us, he knowsThe I_:amlly Circle - .
the proper proportions. Like baking gSPecial tNoughts and prayers for our family members o ...

gookie if we forget (tjhe t?lakigg p(r)]wderrit Convalescing Post Everlasting

oes not rise, God will add the right g :

amount of baking powder at the right time Thetlnzcéo(r;er;tgr%erald On the wings of angels

so we can rise higher. He has a plan 1 Olga Hatchel . R

work all things Together for our good. Naomi Hunt Henry fiHanko Mol
_ _ Joanne Moriarity Calvin Willis (Callahan)

My daughter has a saying she painted ¢ The Palls Family

her wall in her room that | really like and Joyce Williams (Cabot)
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Legion Membership news
Dan Eubank, 1st Vice Commander

If you are like me, you pe_riodi- me_mt_)ership due_s to $30 per yea PAIDU'PFORLIFE
cally think about becoming a This increase will be effective 1 _ .
Paid Up For Life member oftheJ u | vy, when N Ea 24& Under 25-29 30-34
American Legion, but in the American Legion Membership RUES(25)  $871 3829  $782
end, renew for one year. Acards go on sale. 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59
movement is afoot, that may $731 3676 $616 $552 3485
make you take a second andf he PUFL Oone t 60-64 65-69 70-74 7579 80-84 5 € d
harder look at purchasing aupon the Post Dues amount an 3418 $352 $290 $232 $181
PUFL membership. your age. If Post dues go up 85& Over
your cost for Paid Up For Life $147
The Department of Virginiawill g o e s up . oBiti iAnNowbs a Good Tifroer

increase its membership dues byPUFL now means you are paid ujUse the chart below with your age
$5.00 for calendar year 2010.no matter how high the local due:to determine what your current
This in turn, has required ourgo. A PUFL membership will cost for PUFL membership is if
local Post 364 to vote on, and tacost more after the local Post due you act before the dues increase
approve, a raise in our 2010go up, thatos wJdulylst

Post Home Nominates Post Officers for 2009 d 2010
- Staff writer
American Legion Post 364 Finance Officer Sons of the American Legion
Nominating Committee Chairman, Thom Karlson have nominatedack Rike as their
Thom Karlson presented the fol- leading candidate forSquadron
lowing slate of Officers for the up- Chaplin Commander 0910.
coming 2009 2010 year. The Scott Burgess
nominations are: At print time, theAmerican Le-
Sgtat-Arms gion Auxiliary Unit 364 had not
Commander Chris McDonald presented a slate of Offers for the
Daniel Eubank 09-10 year. Unit elections will be
hel d at the Unitod
1st Vice Commander Elections will be held at the bership meeting on Tuesday May
Dan Condon General Membership meeting or 26th, 7:30pm, at the Post Home.
Tuesday May 19th, 7:30pm, a
2nd Vice Commander the Post Home.

Randy Bower

3rd Vice Commander
Jim Koerber

Service before Se
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A Call to All MI his | ‘
Auxiliary Members I This is a request for ALL Pos

[]
It's that time of year when we will b ngr Mﬁ:)nnbeerzntdo Erﬂgiluisnfgfrzz
nominating new officers for 2009 y P

2010. New Unit Officer elections will tlli?rrllaliT Oplljéa(ljsegaebrizt?l. yI(];grOllilgrarll

held at the M neral Mem , <
gﬁipemdesﬁngewheiyﬁfVﬁuavotg_ -ﬁ? phone number, and email address to Daniel Eubank at
Unitoés elected f eubaekd @ggdls.eomif you erly have & :phone and no
President , Email, please call and leave your name and phone num-
1st Vice President -responsible ber at 7030104945, for the membership chairman,
for Membership, 2nd Vice Presi- M Daniel EubankThis is really a SECRET test to see who is read-
dent responsible for Ways and MI ing the POG.. LOL.

Means , Treasurer, Secretary,

Chaplain, Historian, SgtAt-

Arms. /f anyone is interested in ‘JU|y4th Blue Star Banner
any of these positions please see: Sa|ute to

the Nominating Committee, Sherry

Karlson, Addie Horowitz and Diane $ P H U L F [Blliﬂmes
Condon Featuring live

and in concert:

G

Purple Heart Forever
Vic Poillucci,
Post Americanism Chair

The American Legion, Post 364 encourages its
members and the public at large to support the

APURPLE HEART FOREWERO (elelwate with your American Hero

ters of support should be addressed to: from 2: OOpm to 6: OOpm
crtizenos Stamp AdYbgidh Post 364, Friendly Post Lane,
c/o Stamp Development Woodbridge, VA
U.S. Postal Service, Suite 5013
1735 North Lynn Street Celebration and outdoor concert
Arlington, VA 22209 are free and open to the public.
| f approved, the fAPurple Heart Forevero stamp

could be used for firstlass postage, regardess $ GHK CQD MR @B SHUHS H DR E

of future rate incr ea$Pgenicfarand beverdges wil beoonwalg. t o

display OUR proud appreciation for those Veter/specia/ discounts apply for Post Family members)
ans from ALL Services who so bravely defended

OUR Freedoms. Please take a few moments to Look for more details in
act upon this important Veterans matter. MD WS LNMSG¥%R DCHSHNM N E $ N
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