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a grateful nation comes together to 

honor these men and women, 

some celebrated, others unknown, 

each a patriot and a heroò. Key-

note speaker Gary Motsek, Assis-

tant Under Secretary of Defense, 

lauded both the sacrifices of ser-

vice members and their families, ñ 

Veterans come from all walks of 

life.  They are rich and poor, old 

and young, disabled and able-

bodied.  They live in every state 

and in countries around the world.  

But they all share a common ex-

perience a respect for life and 

liberty.ò 

Quantico Commander Col. 

Daniel Choike quoted a verse 

from a song by John Cohen that 

he heard at Mass on Sunday as 

the answer to the questions why 

do veterans serve:  ñwhen its all 

been said and done, there is just 

one thing that matters.  Did I do 

my best to live for truth?  Did I 

live my life for you?  All my 

treasures will mean nothing, 

only whatôve Iôve done for love 

through war, will stand the test 

of time.ò  The answer is, yes. 

 

The Post 364 family celebrated 

Veterans Day week in our usual 

high velocity style.  Beginning 

with the 234th Birthday of the 

United States Marine Corps and 

ending with a Salute to Women 

Veterans honoring the Post fe-

male Legionnaires,  our Post 

family toasted the best of the 

best in all services and all 

walks of life.   

The mainstay of our celebration 

was the annual Veterans Day 

ceremony at Quantico National 

Cemetery. Thom Karlson, a 

Past Commander of Post 364 

and Chairman of the Potomac 

Region Veterans Council, 

stated in his welcoming re-

marks, that ñall across America 

 

 

Colonel Daniel J. Choike and Mr. Gary Motsek, 
Assistant deputy Under Secretary of Defense 
(Program Support) lay a commemorative wreath 
during Veterans Day Ceremony at Quantico Na-
tional Cemetery.  

Legionnaire Cornelia Williams at 
the Salute to Female Veterans.  
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Daniel Eubank, Commander  

Volume 2, Issue 12 

the $100 Bingo game pay-out until fur-

ther notice.  Bingo revenues are impor-

tant because they support our Post pro-

grams.  With attendance up, we can use 

additional Bingo volunteers on each of 

our teams.  Consider coming out and 

helping with Bingo. 

 

A Commanders Blog is on the Post 364 

Website.  I provide weekly Post activi-

ties updates, and have pages with the 

Retiree Assistance Office 

 (RAO) Bulletin that provide the latest 

Veterans News to include, Legislation, 

Veterans Administration and Tricare 

information.  You can check my blog 

o u t  a t  h t t p : / /

vapost364commander.wordpress.com/ 

 

The New Building Committee has been 

very active over the last month in defin-

ing the requirements for a New Post 

Home.  Input was solicited from the 

entire Legion Family. 

 

I would like to personally thank David 

Hahn for installing circuit breakers and 

running electrical wire and outlets to 

the Post exterior and deck.  This pow-

ers low voltage dc transformers to illu-

minate the LED lighted umbrellas.   

The outlets are now powering a lighted 

snowman and Christmas packages at 

the lounge entrance. 

 

The fall season and beautiful woods 

around our Post home has brought with 

it leaves and more leaves.  Thanks to 

Pete Turner for helping to keep our 

grounds maintained.  Pete constantly 

makes a huge effort to help keep our 

Post operative.  He has also done a 

great job at defining requirements for a 

new Post home.  It is for this reason 

that I choose Pete Turner as the volun-

teer of the month for November.  The 

Legion Volunteer of the Month has a 

specially designated parking spot in 

front of the Pavilion for the entire 

month following their selection. 

event.  The keynote speaker, Dr. Jacque-

line Henningsen, provided some informa-

tive history on service of women veterans 

and the challenges they faced in our 

Armed Forces.  Thanks to all those that 

attended and supported the Auxiliary and 

our Women Veterans.  Thanks to the 

Auxiliary for a great dinner and an impor-

tant Post event. 

 

The Seniors Thanksgiving Dinner on No-

vember 21st at 12 PM was a great suc-

cess!  We fed and entertained a full house 

of seniors.  Thanks to all the volunteers 

that helped with the event.  Special thanks 

to Wayne Hamilton for his leadership for 

this event. 

 

$1000 was approved by your Executive 

Committee for paint and supplies for a 

volunteer effort to paint the Hall.  The 

vision for the Hall is a ñFauxò coating 

that blends with the lounge, but this must 

be approved by the Executive Committee.  

We must paint without conflict with our 

many hall events such as Bingo, Junior 

Shooters, Scouts, and rentals.  This is a 

large project and will require a large num-

ber of volunteers to make it a success.  

We have many events already scheduled 

in the Hall for November and December, 

so we anticipate that January 2010 will be 

the best time to paint the Hall. 

 

On December 5th we will be having a 

Toys for Tots event at the Post starting at 

6 PM.  We need volunteer help to make 

this event a success.  Contact Wayne 

Hamilton 703-864-3258, to help.  Please 

purchase your tickets early in the lounge. 

 

Congratulations to First Vice-Commander 

Dan Condon who has achieved the Dog-

wood Award for achieving 75% of 2010 

Post Goal by December 2, 2009. 

 

The Bingo Committee decision to in-

crease the Bingo winnings to $100 per 

game regardless of bingo attendance has 

had a positive effect upon player atten-

dance at Bingo.  The attendance numbers 

overall have been up.  As a result, the 

Executive Committee voted to continue 

The Marine Corps 

Birthday was cele-

brated on November 

10, 2009 in our Post 

Lounge. 

All members of all 

branches of the ser-

vice were welcomed 

to share our Marine Corps Birthday 

with us.  A video message from the 

Commandant and the Sgt. Major of the 

Marine Corps was viewed.  The tradi-

tional ñscarlet and goldò cake was cut 

by Gunny Fred Carr with a Staff NCO 

Sword.  The youngest Marine in atten-

dance was Brian Condon and the oldest 

Marine in attendance was Lou Culbert-

son. Toasts were made with the tradi-

tional óGrogô of Rum.  Oorah! 

 

The Veterans Day Ceremony at Quan-

tico National Cemetery was chilled by 

a light rain, but was a very poignant 

ceremony. The Veterans Day, Post 

Lunch of Sandwiches and Soup was 

very nice.  Thanks to Sara Callahan for 

those preparations. Post 364 members 

provided a Veterans Day Ceremony & 

Color Guard at Emeritus Senior Center 

on the afternoon of Veterans Day.  The 

ceremony was well received the 30 to 

40 people in attendance, and we hon-

ored eighteen WWII and Korean Veter-

ans.  The Post 364 color guard did a 

great job!  Thanks to all that partici-

pated. 

 

The Karaoke in November was a very 

well attended! We were honored to 

have Crystal Hudgins, the daughter of 

Ed Hudgins ñHookò who is a member 

of our Sons of the American Legion 

organization, and her son Tyler visit us 

from Florida.  Crystal was badly burned 

in a grease fire as she tried to remove a 

burning frying pan from her apartment.  

Her only thought was to protect all of 

the children that were there.  I am 

proud to say that our Post 364 family 

raised over $2,700 for Crystal, and it 

was presented to her at the event.  

The Auxiliary salute to Women Veter-

ans On November 14th  was a great 

 



 

 

Well, believe it or not, we are half-

way done with the Legion 

year !  It's hard to believe that it's 

time for - Merry Christmas !  But 

what a wonderful time of the year 

it is...and how lucky we are, to be 

as busy as Santa's elves. 

  

Thank you to everyone all of the 

incredible work you did in No-

vember.  It's almost too much to 

list !  Thank you to Myrna Sanford 

for carrying the Auxiliary flag in 

the Veteran's Day ceremony at 

Emeritus Senior Center and at the 

Salute to Post 364 Female Veter-

ans dinner.  ...and speaking of the 

Salute to Female Veterans, thank 

you to all who purchased, pre-

pared, served and cleaned up at the 

wonderful event.  Thank you to 

Randy and Annie Bower for do-

nating their time to entertain us at 

this event.  Thank you to Sherry 

and Annie for making the great 

composition book covers for all of 

our honorees.  Thank you to Robin 

Oden for finding us an awesome 

guest speaker.  Thank you Barbara 

Stevenson for the idea and for all 

of your support in making it hap-

pen.  Thank you to the Legion for 

their donation for the Women in 

Military Service for American Me-

morial Foundation.  But most of 

all, THANK YOU to the female 

Legionnaires of Post 364 for your 

service and your commitment to 

our nation and to our organiza-

tion.  It was a wonderful event and 

a true Unit-wide effort.  Thank you 

to all who brought food and merri-

ment to the Post Christmas tree 

decorating party.  There is nothing 

like a good ol' tree-trimmin' to get 

t h e  H o l i d a y  s e a s o n 

food, bever-

ages, party 

favors, con-

t i n e n t a l 

breakfast - 

all for $50 

per couple.  Trust me, you cannot 

find a better deal anywhere.  It will 

be fun. 

  

It was NOT easy to come up with 

a Volunteer of the Month for No-

vember !  We had so many women 

doing so much to make our pro-

grams hum...it was a nearly impos-

sible task.  Because it is so hard to 

choose one person, I am choosing 

two - the mother-and-daughter 

team of Myrna Sanford and Robin 

Oden.  What an incredible differ-

ence these two new members have 

made to our Unit !  They are won-

derful friends, exceptional Auxil-

iary members and invaluable 

members of the Post 364 Fam-

ily.  Congratulations, Myrna and 

Robin.  We could not do what we 

do here without you both ! 

  

The next time we chat 2009 will 

be coming to a close and 2010 will 

be beginning.  My, how time does 

fly when you are having fun (or 

incredibly busy !).  Merry Christ-

mas to each and every one of you, 

your families and friends.  Please 

keep the true meaning of Christ-

mas in your hearts and help spread 

joy and love to all - including your 

Post 364 Family. 

started !  Thank you to all of the 

Unit members who cooked, set 

up, served and cleaned for the 

annual Senior Citizens Thanks-

giving dinner.  That is always a 

very exciting and rewarding 

event.  Thank you to all who 

helped make it happen.  Thank 

you to all who came to the Legion 

Post Family Thanksgiving.  That 

is always a lot of fun...and a great 

way to get into the spirit !  Toys 

For Tots.  Do I really need to say 

anything more ?  What an incredi-

ble job Wayne Hamilton and his 

team are doing for this year's 

event !  Thank you to all of the 

Unit members who volunteered 

their time for helping decorate 

and set up the hall. 

  

This year, for the first time, the 

Legion is having a remembrance 

ceremony for Pearl Harbor 

Day.  If you are able to make it, 

please come out to the Post on 

Monday, December 7 at 6:00 for 

a short remembrance event.  De-

cember 12 will be the annual 

Children & Youth Children's 

Christmas party.  This is always a 

really great event.  Who 

knows...Santa MAY even show 

up if he is not too busy working 

in the workshop.  The joint Le-

gion/Auxiliary/Sons Christmas 

party will be on Tuesday, Decem-

ber 15 at 8PM.  If you plan to at-

tend, please bring a dish to share 

and a gift valued at $10 for the 

Yankee Swap.  This is a great tra-

dition that we have at Post 364 

and it is a great time to come and 

join us.  Tickets are on sale in the 

lounge fo r  New Year 's 

Eve !  There will be a live band, 
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Raye Ferrington, Unit President 
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