August 2009

www.vapost364.org

Volume 2, Issue 8

American Legion Post 364, Woodbridge, Virginia

Post® -Gram
Monthly News & Views «-#% from the Friendly Post

The Man in the Spiffy Blue Su.it

American Legion Post 364 was ex- asked to participate and he wa
tremely proud to have, among its proud to represent his Country,
entrants in the July™Dale City, his Army and his Post. Lou
parade, Major Louis Dorfman, Ill, a was proud to be riding in a @
long-time Post member. Lou is shiny 1957 Chevy, driven by
currently attached to the Wounded Wayne Hamilton, a comrade of %
Warrior Transition Unit out of Ft. Post 364. i
Belvoir, VA., the result of serious Bre
injuries that he received while serv- As is the custom for many in = B
ing in Baghdad, Iraq with the 492nd the annual % of July parade,  Proud to be an American.
Civil Affairs Battalion, 101 Air- American Legion Post 364 '(\:/'.alor Dorfman walks the July 4th Dale
. . ity Parade route(Photo: Tracy Rike)
borne Division. throws trinkets to the crowd
along the parade route. Fairly to walk in front of his ride for the
early into the parade route, Ma- rest of the entire parade route.
/ jor Dorfman saw a young girl What most people did not realize
who was upset because all ofa t the time is t|
the older children around her injuries was a fractured spinal
had grabbed the candy, beadsdisk, which causes sever pain and
and nerf footballs that had been considerable difficulty when
lobbed in her direction. They wal ki ng. Louos
had snhatched everything before helps ease the pain. But since he
. — she could catch anything so Louwo u | d be riding
QAO?L";V%‘;TQ" i";‘]”lf;’qrf‘g‘ﬂ,i[‘odgﬂﬂr{‘giytﬁf?ﬁe decided to leave his vehicle and Chevy, he left the cane in his own
Dorfman Library) carry something to her person- car back at the Post.
ally so she would not be sad.
Major Dorfman graciously agreed The crowd erupted into sponta- For his Legion family to see Lou
to ride in the parade even though heneous applause and cheers forwalking tall, with just a slight
is still recovering from those inju- Lou. Lou delivered his gift to limp and completely unaided,
ries. He insisted on wearing his the young girl and then, com- brought tears to all our eyes. Lou
dress blue uniform despite the factpletely unplanned, and as a re-never missed a step for the rest of
that being an entrant in the paradesult of the pride that he felt, Lou the 2+ miles of the parade. He
often involves a lot of waiting in decided that rather than riding waved, walked, smiled and
the hot sun. That was OK with for the rest of the parade, he beamed with pride.
Lou. To him, it was an honor to be would walk. So Lou proceeded (Continued on Page Two)
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.yglym?.gkls.§y.e.§........................................................................
(Major Dorman, continued) cause Lou would never ever complainhim his sight in his left eye. Major
The crowd continued to cheer folg y  pr i ng that t oDodnmayspeneniosths a WalterrReed o n
Lou the entire rest of the paradiTh at 6s just t he k iAmy Hosfital and is futther recever-
route and we could not have bee ing with the Armyds
more pleased with the love antajor Lou Dorfman is a 32 year vet- Transition Unit out of Ft. Belvoir, VA.
respect that the crowd showed t eran with 17 personal decorations, inMajor Dorfman is a 23 year member of
Lou. They loved him and he lovec ¢|yding the Bronze Star, Purple HeartAmerican Legion Post 364 in Wood-
them right back. and Combat Action Badge that he rebridge, VA. His father was Life Mem-

ceived as a result of his wounds inber of Post 364. He is a proud, dedi-

Whenh we returned to the Post fo Bagghdad on November 22, 2007. Ma<cated, and decorated American Hero
our 4" of July Blue Star Banner jor Dorfman enlisted in the Army on and a proud member of the American
Salute to Am&r january 2, 1976 and rose through th&egion Family of Post 364.

which was dedicated to Woundecranks to become a distinguished and
Warriors and Blue Star Families, gecorated Army Officer. He was (Article by: Ramona Ferrington, who may be
Lou changed clothes and agail\wounded in a 110mm mortar attack reached arayezfun@yahoo.com)

donned the use of his cane. | d which resulted in a traumatic brain in-
not know if his stroll down Dale jyry, fractured spinal disk. 70% hear-
Blvd had taken a toll on him be-ing |oss in both ears and nearly cost

"' 30. 5) & $0. . "/ %&3z4 $03/ &3
Daniel Eubank, Commander

The Blue Star before our event. Thanks to all of thosqﬁ i slando and for t h

Banner Salute to Who volunteered and contributed to Makyg ey cle parade and support at ot 4
Amer i cads NIANE fay ghuge success. of July event.
4" of July picnic
set a new bar for a | @ pleased to announce that almost alty,ys 1o Pete Turner, Wayne Hamil-
Post 364 event and ©f the Program Chairs for 208010 5, and Mark Clark for their tireless
B for  volunteerism Nave been selected and that we aré MOVt ts that made our venue look like a
& P - Post 364. We "9 forward on all of our Legion Pro- \ a groomed park for the®of July
: hosted Wounded 9"@ms: These Erograms form the basig et Thanks to them for replacing
Warriors, Blue Star Families and onef©" implementation  of our Chartered e jignt and globe accessories on the
Gold Star Family at our event. The9 02l s which are At falshEwel\as dofifiedsdfer 2
recognition given to them by Post 364t N € Communi tyo. event preparation and cleanup tasks.
made this a very meaningful event.

American Flags f igfirstgog thategehpostOfficepandryanis to Scott Burgess for prepara-
Field in our Nat iPrquiag]s ha'&“&‘fb ay PEnFss! dr.f%n and painting of the flag pole for
generously donated and given. W 0 write a few sentences on each of thelfye 41 of July Event. Installation of a
invited Wounded Warriors and Blue duti€s, rolls, and programs. We intend @, nhajyard, clips and flags really

Star Families to be a part of our annuaPOPulate our new Website with all of yossed up our Post entrance.

family picnic without the focus being these responses to provide visibility into

primarily on them. This was very OUr American Legion Programs at POStrye yojunteer of the month is Scott
much appreciated by all of them. To-364 on the Worldwide Web. Burgess for the special efforts he made

tal attendance was estimated at morg?_ , in recent months as our Post Chaplain,
than 300 people. The weather could "€ ©6Beach Party Ng ol b addhifid ke flabpdle, I U
not have been any better (Thanks ftzp/als a fun event. Thanks I'tlg aIIhthata nd for helping wit
your prayers Chaplain). The Johnn bggfhdoagf:ypartlcmated. I liked t OS€served on the % of July. Thanks

Artis Band rocked all of us! DJ Randy utits: Scott!

Bower played patriotic music and per- .

formed. karaoke in_the pavilion well Thanks to Nadine Massman for a SUCthe new Post 364 Website is up and
into the night. The lack of bugs wasCeSSful Post 364 Blood Drive on Satur .y gnerative! Thanks to Webmaster

noticed by many. Thanks to the Pwcday July 18th. Barbara Heinlein for all of her efforts.
Mosquito and Gypsy Moth Control You can check it out athttp://

Thanks to the USMVMC for painting the .\, vapost364.org/
Motorcycle Parking area around the ] '

Unit for spraying the Post grounds
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Raye Ferrington, Unit President

Happy August everyone The summer burg is our incoming Department Presi-Armed
has finally caught up with us, but this ident. She is a lovely lady and | am Forces, wg
my favorite time of the year (except fc looking forward to supporting her in the would like to
Christmas !) so | am enjoying it while coming year. hear from you

can. so thatyou and your loved ones can be
My goodness, have we beeDepartment of Virginia Legion College recognized during theeremony.

busy ! Since Installation it seems the will be in session August 79 in Rich-

things have just been bustling...which mond and this year we have a veryPlease send the name, rank and branch
a good thing for our OrganizatiorAs large group going from the Post 3640f service to ChridlcDonald mcdon-
predicted in last month's letter, the 4 Family. It should be a wonderful week- aldc@gdls.conmby September 1, 2009
of July event was a resounding suend. | strongly encourage those of youso that wewill havethe Blue Star Ban-
cess. There are far too many people iwho want to learn more about theners and Certificates of Honor for eve-
thank. Let me just say that without thi American Legion Auxiliary programs ryone at the eventSaturday, Septem-
united efforts of the Post 364 Famihwhy they are important and how tober 12 is our semannual bus trip to
none of it would have happenedhe make them productive and successful Atlantic City. See the enclosed flyer
parade was awesome, the picnic wto attend a session of Legion Collegefor details. The bus will fill up quickly
incredible and the Blue Star anwhen you can.lt is well worth your for this trip so please drop by and get
Wounded Warrior tributes were extime. your tickets as soon as they go on sale,
tremely moving. Thanks to the entire which will be August 15.Friday, Sep-
Post family for all they did to make i Coming up inSeptember are a numbertember 18 is National POW/MIA Rec-
happen and to our special guests of 1of very important events.The Post ognition Day and aalways, the Post
day, the Blue Star Banner Families ai Family will be conducting a-Q1 cere- Family will be conducting a beautiful
the Wounded Warriors. mony on Friday, September 11 at 8:00POW/MIA Recognition Day ceremony

(immediately following Friday night at 6:30 PM at the pavilionPlease plan
The weekend of July 102 was the dinner). In addition to honoring those on attending this beautiful evefithat's
Department of Virginia Convention ir heroes of 911, there will be a tribute to about all the room | have even though |
Richmond. Unit 364 had a very stron¢the Post 364 Blue Star familie. you have lots more to sayPlease drop by the
contingent. My thanks to all who took are currently on active duty or, if you Post when you can and please consider
the time to come and represent our av are theparent, grandparent or spouse ofoming to an Auxiliary meeting, which
some Unit. Susan Lee from Fredericks a currently serving member of theoccurs the 4th Tuesday of every month at
7:30 PM. We would love to see you !

Post 364 Blue Star Family Salute
Chris McDonald, Post National Security Chairman
Barbara Stevenson, Unit National Security Chairman

The Post 364 Family tragedy. The ceremony will begin at tember 1, 2009 so that we will have
will honor the Post 364 8:00 PM immediately following Fri- Blue Star banners and Certificates
Blue Star Families on day night dinner. of Honor for everyone at the event.
Friday, September 11, 2009 at our

9/11 ceremony.The Blue Star Moth- We would like to hear from any Post Please plan on attendirthe cere-
ers of Fredericksburg will be present- 364 family members who are cur- mony to receive the banners and
ing a Gold Star banner to June Leten-rently on active duty or, if you are certificates, if possible.If you are
dre in memory of her son, CAPT the parent, grandparent or spouse ofnot able to be with us that evening,
Brian S. Letendre, who was killed in a currently serving member of the the Blue Star Banners and certifi-
action in Irag on May 3, 2006. A Armed Forces, we would like to hear cates can be sent to you by mail, if
Gold Star banner and condolencefrom you as well so that you and you wish. Please let Chris know if
book will also be presented for Au- your loved ones can be recognizedthat is the case. Please plan on join
tumn Letendr e, B r duang éhe cemeimahy wRlease Jehdeg us to recognize our Post 364
ceremony will include a remembrance the name, rank and branch of servicefamily members who are currently
for the citizens of Prince William to Chris McDonald via email at serving and to remember the vic-
County who were victims of the 9/11 mcdonaldct@comcast.neby Sep- tims of 9/11.
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July 4t h Blue Star Banner salute to

Commander DiPerna had a souvenir coin for Bingo

the Clown, but the Commander missed him by just a

PLQXWH 1RW WR ZRUU\ ZHYOO JH
The Johnny Artis Band putting some heat to our July

4th festivities.

US Military Motorcycle President, Raider,
and some redhead who ran around a lot that
day.

Margie Jones (Unit 28) and her best gal pal danced
up a storm! Proves blondes do have more fun!

$%& (QWHUWDLQPH:¢
DJ Randy Bower kept the
party going with patriotic

music and karaoke until

the wee hours!

Diane Condon helps Bingo give out balloons. Amanda
Oden and Tracy Rike wait their turn.



